
 

 

 

 

ATA CARNET- THE PASSPORT FOR GOODS 
An International Customs Facilitation Scheme 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

The ATA Carnet is a temporary admission document which acts as a ‘PASSPORT FOR GOODS’ for three main 
categories of Community status goods: 

 

• Commercial samples 

• Goods for presentation or use at trade fairs, shows, exhibitions or similar events 

• Professional equipment (which is solely for use by, or under the personal supervision of the holder or 

his nominated representative) 

 
Carnet can be used for a trip covering more than one country and includes numerous exits and re-entries in the 
country of origin during the period of the validity of the document. This validity can never exceed one year. 
Temporary admission under cover of ATA carnets applies to goods, which will be re-exported in the same state 
in which they were imported. Goods temporarily imported into an overseas country must be used under the 
supervision of the Carnet Holder or the Holder’s representative.  

 
A Carnet may not be used for: 

 

• Goods to be sold or hired out abroad for financial gain 

• Perishable or consumable items (as they would not normally be re-exported) 

• Goods which are temporarily exported for processing or repair 

• Goods on which a CAP (Common Agricultural Policy) refund will be claimed 

• Goods used as a means of transport 

• The exportation of unaccompanied goods, or by post 

• Foreign goods temporarily imported into the UK  

• Equipment to be used for the construction, repair or maintenance of buildings or for earthmoving and 

like projects 

 
 

HOW TO OBTAIN AN ATA CARNET 

The quickest and easiest way to apply for an ATA Carnet is online: 
 

• Existing Customers: log in via: londonchamber.co.uk/ecarnet 
 

• New Customers: please go to: londonchamber.co.uk/ecarnet and complete the simple registration 
process 



 

 

 

What information will I need to provide? 
 

• Intended use for the goods 

• Itinerary (the number of visits to and transits through each country) 

• Description of the goods that will be temporarily exported. All the goods must be individually itemised 

with each item having its specific description (i.e. make, serial number), weight and value to facilitate 

Customs identification and prevent substitution of goods. Only the items with identical description can 

be grouped together. Statements such as box of, bag of etc. are not allowed. 

 

 

• Pay the issuing fee: 
 

LCCI Members (24hr service) £180.00 + VAT 

Non-members (24hr service) £300.00 + VAT



 

 

 

• Lodge the security: 
 

The ATA Carnet provides a guarantee to the Customs of a foreign country into which the goods are 
temporarily imported that all duties, taxes etc. will be paid to them if the conditions under which they 
allow these into the country are breached. The issuing Chamber must receive an equivalent security 
from the Carnet user. This security must be for an amount equal to the highest rate of duty and taxes 
applicable to the goods in any country of destination, and transit if applicable. It will disregard any 
preferential tariffs that may be in force at the time because Customs authorities may themselves ignore 
such preferential rates. The security, to the nearest pound, must be given in one of the following ways: 

 
Cash or a Banker's Draft 

Bank or insurance company guarantee (in which case the banks or insurance companies must 

comply with certain criteria) 

Carnet Security Scheme (Get a quote here) 

 

The ATA and ‘CPD/China-Taiwan Carnet Security Scheme’ is an ‘in-house’ system set up by the 
London Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) to simplify the means by which the Carnet user 
can arrange for the Security to be provided without having to supply either Cash, Banker's Draft or 
Guarantee from an approved Bank. The applicant pays a one off, non refundable fee based on the 
security amount required. The benefits to the Carnet Holders are: ‘While You Wait’ processing and 
issue. No ‘freezing’ of assets or funds (as with other institutions). Availability throughout network. 

 
 
 
 

EC/CPD/CHINA - TAIWAN CARNET 
 

Agreement has been reached between the EC, Taiwan and the International Chamber of Commerce to establish 
a system of Carnets similar to that for ATA Carnets. The Carnet covers goods temporarily imported/exported 
between the UK and Taiwan and is called an EC/CPD/China-Taiwan Carnet. (CPD = Carnet de Passage). Other 
than a different colour code and A4 format to distinguish it from the ATA Carnet, the conditions for its use, the 
goods for which it can be used and UK Customs procedures are identical to those for the ATA Carnet. 

 
 

HOW TO OBTAIN A EC/CPD/CHINA - TAIWAN CARNET 
• Download the EC/CPD/CHINA excel template and complete relevant boxes 

• E-mail the template to ecarnet@londonchamber.co.uk so that we can verify whether the application has 

been completed correctly. 

• We will send you a quote for the issuing fee and security, as well as the relevant forms to be 

completed and signed. 

• Once the forms and payment have been received, we will release your CPD/China-Taiwan Carnet 

mailto:ecarnet@londonchamber.co.uk

